observe that alcohol is a stimulant which can pass undecomposed into the system, and is capable of influencing the habit through the medium of the circulatory, or nervous system, or both.
In considering how alcohol behaves itself when introduced into the stomach of a human being, it will be necessary to view it in a two-fold aspect, in order to meet the object proposed in this paper, namely, 1st, What is the effect produced, and how does alcohol comport itself when taken into the stomach, unaccompanied by articles of diet; and, 2d, What is the effect, and how does it comport itself when taken into the stomach along with articles of diet.
First, then, of alcohol taken alone, or without food.
If alcohol be applied to dead animal matter, it will act as an astringent, lessening its bulk and condensing it, chiefly by abstracting the water from it, and substances thus acted upon are undoubtedly less liable to undergo decomposition. It shall best suit the urgency of the crisis, and not as an accompaniment of food, but as a preparatory tonic, it will be found highly beneficial as a safe, sure, and useful stimulant.
The administration of alcohol has thus been considered in a three-fold point of view. 1st, in its bearings upon digestion; 2nd, as a heat-evolving agent; and 3rd, as a nerve stimulant, when prescribed in a medicinal form. The object of this paper shall have been gained, if it be the humble means, in however small a degree, of leading to a more thorough appreciation of the action and general comportment of alcohol in the human body, and of the great moral issues involved in its use.
